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When Miami designer Vincanzo Avanzato 1ook
on a 600-square-foot Fort Lauderdaie
guesthouse on the water, he opted for neither
rustic cham nor pompous elegance, but
rather a comiortable compromise between the
two. “There's this misconception that you can't
be creative within a limited space,” says
Avanzato, “but | dont find that to be true. You
just have 0 be resourcaful.”

To court success, Avarzato wizely opled
1o stay honest to the structure's architeciure.
“It's a Meditaranean structure heavly
influencec by Raly and the scuth of France,” he
s&ys. " wanted an overall tracitional look, but
one that was light and airy because of the
extenor environmer,, and | wanted to keep the
sophistication of tradtional elements without
any fussincss.” Easior said than done. Setting
the tone for it allis the color paletie, A glazed
mamoring on the walls of the ving room
compimeants s simpla, but carafully thought
through, imentory of fumiture and ona-of-a-
kind pleces, Dictated by the afcrementioned
octagonal shape of the quarters, Avanzato
optad for a sactiond sofa (covered in
Schumacher fabric) by Vinoent Frank that hugs
the space. An Nakan trelis tabie by the window
senves as a desk. A non-matching Nemann
Weeks char further proffiars the room's chalet
chic esthetic, Embossad teracotia ties give
the iving room #s worn-in, casual apoed,
especialy whan &'s flooded with natural ight,
“Tha floor has a Corinthian leaf dasign,”
axplaing Avanzato, "Like the knd you woud
find in an Rkakan \ila"

Upstairs, charm makes room for romance

Jn the bedoom. French in inspiration, the suite

juxtaposas classic and rustic slements.
Chateau biue gives the room some pop. But
don't ket the color schame fool you. “It might
not seam e it,” says Avanzato, ‘Dut ths isa
fue Southern French palette.” Avanzato’s firm
custom cesgnad and manutaciured the
nightstancs and Ded 10 ensure authenbicity,
Dark nak flooning wanms the space. Framed
pastoral ois depicting the French countryside
wene used 10 park up the wals. *The bedrmom
was chalenging,” says Avarzato. “Sometimes
you look at a room and you Know exacty
where everything is going 1o go. but that was
not tha casa here. | must have moved the bed
@ hundred times.” The end result was worth it.
The room is property batanced with just the
right amount of piecas.

"Wy utimate objective wes to create a
ittie pieca of Europe within the canals of Fort
Lauderdale.” says Avanzato, “And | think it all
wuorks fogether™ O

DESIGN BY VINCENZO AVANZATO
PHOTOGRAPHY BY TROY CAMPBELL
TEXT BY LUIS R. RIGUAL

» B4
Ths pags from top: Dasigner Vincanzo Avanzato; An 0ca
alenge. Rather than w

o floor plan mMado the ing room in the Fort

ozt opted for fumiture, such as the
g 5 Way for romance n the

rs becroom, whon a * nhnrr French” paletie parks up the walls and custom-crafied umiture,

incuding the bed and nghtstands, Opooste: The design aganda in this guest cottage s casual chic with

Furopaan fiar. Natural ight ‘hnk the space and reveals detsls everywhere, ncluding the Cornthian lead

design on the embossad Itakan temacotta.




